
Are Reno Taxpayers Being Defrauded Of Tax 
Money Dedicated to Police & Fire Staffing?

What good are the written promises of our elected officials? Can you be trusted?

In 1988, in writing, the Mayor and Police Chief promised us more cops if only we would vote for a tax increase. 
We voted but don’t even have the 313 cops we should based on 1988 population figures. 

May 17, 1988 City of Reno taxpayers voted for a ballot measure commonly called “Safety 88” where, essentially 
taxpayers were promised 88 more officers for a minimum of 313 cops or more based on a population ratio. 
Instead the money went to pay raises and possibly other unauthorized uses. Today, Reno’s population has grown 
by 100,000 but we only have about 280 police officers, growing soon as about 18 join the force but others retire. 
Further it appears that the money has been placed in the general fund. There is a question as to whether City 
Council property approved the maximum levy of $0.1684. There are also two fire tax levies too worth review. 
The City admitted in a letter of 12-28-12 that they don’t have proof readily available about any city council 
confirmation of the levy or levies. We deserve our promised cops, proper fiscal accounting or reduce out tax rate. 
Check your property tax bill.

Taxpayers are being taxed at the rate of $0.1684 per $100 of assessed value for Safety 88. As of last year that 
levy revenue is believed to be $10,792,259.60. That money is going to the General Fund rather than for 313 
cops. Since the ballot “allows” up to the total, what amount has the City Council approved? 

The ballot measure specifically uses the word “additional”. The ballot official explanation (copy on request) 
includes, “for the purpose of increasing law enforcement services…to hire, train, and equip 88 additional 
officers.” 

1988 Police Chief Robert Bradshaw “That figure is the maximum allowed by law that residents may be assessed. 
However, the City Council will have the latitude of using a lessor figure….”  The Mayor said “…you will decide 
whether you’re willing to pay an average $5 per month to have 88 more police officers in our neighborhoods. 
The present budget provides for 225 police officers. If the ballot issue is approved, we will hire 88 additional 
police officers…for a total of 313… The money approved by the voters will be permanently restricted by law 
to hire and equip the 88 additional police officers.” (emphasis added). I ask what is the value of the promises 
made? 

The overall Reno tax rate (including Safety 88) is .9598%. The most allowed by law! A review of my property 
tax bill shows no public safety or specific levy (i.e. $0.1684). In the City CAFR (audit) I find nothing relating to 
Safety 88 or any levy. In fact, when I formerly complained, Reno Finance Director Robert Chisel replied that he 
had no idea what I was talking about! Failure to comply with the intent of the tax levy is wrong and could open 
the City to litigation to enforce your obligations.  
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